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Abstract

College life has crucial impact on students’ identities; it offers students
with various spaces, interactions, and opportunities all of which
contribute to identity construction. This study represents blind students’
experiences and perspectives of college spaces; it aims to understand
the ways in which blind students construct their identities within
university spaces, with focus on academic, social, personal and physical
spaces. The study took a qualitative approach to data collection and
analysis. In—depth interviews were conducted with 11 students (ages
18-28) attending Birzeit University, Bethlehem University and Hebron
University; all research participants were blind from birth. Participant-
observation was also used as a method to better understand the
context. Content analysis was used as a major tool for data analysis, in
addition to conducting structural narrative analysis to one interview. Two
major themes were identified, “disability as a collective identity” theme
and the “relational” dimension of identity theme. The first theme strongly
manifested itself when students joined their voices with that of others
and talked of “we” and “we the blind” reflecting a sense of belonging and
describing collective experiences. The ‘relational’ dimension to identity,
the second theme, reveals that identity cannot be in isolation, however it
is constructed and co-constructed with others and the context,
participants of this study were representing a self that is responding to

and in relation to others and society.

Keywords: University spaces, blind students, identity construction
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